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The Folk Spread of Cao Cao’s Image from the Three Kingdoms Dramas

of the Ming Dynasty
Yang Bo

Abstract: Cao Cao was a famous statesman strategist and writer in the Three Kingdoms period was also sung for hundreds of
years as one of the characters in the ancient histories and literary works.The dramas of Cao Cao’s deeds in the Ming Dynasty dramas
were mainly based on Chen Shou’s Three Kingdoms Yuan Dynasty’s novel Popular Stories of the Three Kingdoms the famous novel Ro—
mance of the Three Kingdoms the Yuan Dynasty dramas and folklores and other literatures and adapted broadly sketched out Cao
Cao’s Full life amidst the time change. Because of the Yuan and Ming Dynasties” Literature " supporting Liu Bei and opposing Cao Cao"
thought tendency the image of Cao Cao in the Ming Dynasty operas mostly appeared as the opposite of Xishu and Dongwu Regimes.
Through the analysis of many plots in the dramas of the Ming Dynasty from the different angles and different sides they reflected the
wide spread of the image of Cao Cao the different acceptance and re—deconstruction by folk society.

Key words: Three Kingdoms dramas in Ming Dynasty; the image of Cao Cao; folk spread
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